
  

   

  



 

  



 
 





 
 



 
  



 
 



  

  



 



  



What an awesome turn out for our Thank You luncheon! The staff were delighted at 
the full tables of happy faces that filled the hall and our hearts. The laugher and 

chatter echoed around the hall for hours!  
We couldn’t do any of the great work at COUC without our diligent volunteers, and 

active congregation. We are so thankful for all you do and all you give!  
You are all our greatest gift.  



 

  



  





  



 

 
 

Walk and Talk   
 

Walk and Talk is a program designed to maintain physical function, 
strength, balance, coordination and endurance in older adults.  The 
program consists of walking for half an hour.  Walking increases your 
strength and endurance, and is done at your own pace, with or without 
mobility aids.  Then, a half hour of falls prevention exercises that were 
developed by the University of Otago. And finally, a half hour of 
socializing.  The program is led by COUC volunteers.   
Join us Thursday mornings at 9:30 in room 14. 

  



 

 

 
 

Meet Neydi Juracán 
Oasis United Church, 2964 Skaha Lake Rd (near Green), Pen=cton 

Tuesday, May 7, 9:30-11 am 
 

A Guatemalan land defender and promotor of fair trade coffee will be in Penticton on Tuesday, May 7. 
In a meeting at Oasis United Church, Skaha Lake Road, 9:30 to 11 a.m., Neydi Juracán will share stories of how 
small farmers work to protect land rights, using fair trade coffee as a tool for social change. Neydi is a Kakchiquel 
Maya and national coordinator of the Highlands Committee of Small Farmers (known as CCDA). 
The organization defends land rights of Indigenous people and helps to obtain fair prices for coffee they produce. 
Prior to her election as national coordinator last year, Neydi was the director of the CCDA’s Café Justicia 
program, coordinating the processing and export to Canada of coffee produced by CCDA farmers. While 
attending to her new national tasks, Neydi continues to coordinate the CCDA’s coffee production. 
The coffee is sold to Canadian consumers through Café Justicia in British Columbia and Just Us! in Atlantic 
Canada in a “fair trade plus” arrangement. 
 
The “plus” is about the relationships that extend beyond paying fair prices to producers into strengthening the 
participation of women and youth, supporting CCDA’s work in defence of the land rights of Indigenous 
communities across Guatemala, and building people-to-people relationships with scores of volunteers who make 
the coffee available in Canada. 
“We wanted to develop an alternative that went beyond just fair trade, beyond just paying more for the coffee, and  
so we called this fair trade plus,” Neydi told Canadian visitors a year ago. 
 
“We want people to know where this coffee comes from,” she added. In buying a cup of quality coffee, you are 
also supporting labour rights, and also the rights of women, youth, Indigenous people and small farmers. And so 
we developed a scholarship program and provide health training. We assist with construction of homes and 
community centres.” 
 
CCDA was created in 1982 during Guatemala’s 36-year civil war. It wasn’t until after the peace accords in 1996 
that it was able to work freely on issues of land reform and livelihoods. Later in the 90s, it gained control over 
several pieces of land in the Lake Atitlán region and began to explore coffee production as an economic 
alternative and to develop partnerships in Canada. 
The CCDA played an important role in the successful five-month struggle last fall to defend the democratic 
process in Guatemala. 
Neydi will be on a speaking tour of BC from May 2-18, co-sponsored by BC CASA-Café Justicia, 
CoDevelopment Canada and the BC Council for International Cooperation. 
For more information about the Penticton event, please contact Jim Hodgson, jhodgse029@gmail.com  
Or 416-880-1670. 

For more information about Café Justicia, please contact ajgreenbeans@gmail.com or visit cafejusticia.ca



Many thanks for Kaisa McCandless for this article and for sharing a link to the full article and 
issue of Reconciliation Matters:   

CLICK HERE TO READ IN FULL:  https://sh1.sendinblue.com/3isjysp769xpfe.html?t=1713551716 

 
  

https://sh1.sendinblue.com/3isjysp769xpfe.html?t=1713551716


 

It's a Spring Pilgrimage! 

Celebrating salmon  

With Wild Church! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Credit: LeAnn Blackert 

 

  

Last fall we traveled to Oliver to watch the team at the kł cp̓əlk̓ stim ̓ Hatchery in Penticton 

capture salmon to harvest their eggs and milt to further the efforts to rebuild the salmon 

population in local lakes and streams. Then we had the opportunity to visit the hatchery 

and learn the next steps in this amazing work. 

 

Next month we will have the privilege of observing the ceremonial release of salmon fry 

into local waters. On Wednesday, May 8th, at 10:00 am, the syilx Okanagan kł cp̓əlk̓ stim̓ 

Hatchery will host a ceremony along Mission Creek to release fry here in Kelowna. The 

release will happen near the Mission Creek Dog Park off Gordon. If you want to join us, click 

here to sign up and request more information on our gathering location. We have been 

asked to let the organizers know how many will be in our group, so we ask that you RSVP 

with us by May 4th. 

 

For more information on the ceremonial release, please click here. 

 

 

Please RSVP to wildchurchbc@gmail.com 
 

  

mailto:wildchurchbc@gmail.com?subject=Salmon%20Pilgrimage&body=Yes%2C%20please%20count%20me%20in%20for%20this%20Spring%20Pilgrimage%20and%20let%20me%20know%20more%20details%20about%20the%20meeting%20spot!
mailto:wildchurchbc@gmail.com?subject=Salmon%20Pilgrimage&body=Yes%2C%20please%20count%20me%20in%20for%20this%20Spring%20Pilgrimage%20and%20let%20me%20know%20more%20details%20about%20the%20meeting%20spot!
https://wildchurchbc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c91344949d68c2d3bcb1386db&id=779976acd5&e=c7270f363e
mailto:wildchurchbc@gmail.com


  



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Strengthening Voices. Inspiring Possibility. 

WHERE VOICES COME TO LIFE 

Welcome to SongShine, vocal music and creative drama-based classes designed for those who have 
communication issues due to Parkinson’s, stroke, other neurological challenges, or aging. Our goal 

is to help you communicate more easily and clearly. SongShine harnesses the power of brain, 
breath, and emotion to reclaim voices. It creates community, camaraderie, and confidence 

…AND IT’S FUN!  
Meet: Mondays at 1pm, at Bernard Church, in Room 14   

Hosted by Choir Director Sylvia Clerke 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Keep up to date, watch worship videos and more. 

Find us online! Like and Follow us on Facebook & 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel! 

 
Website  

https://centralokanaganunitedchurch.com 

 
Facebook Page SUNDAY LIVESTREAM SHOWN HERE 

https://www.facebook.com/Centralokanaganunitedchurchkelownabc 

 

Facebook Group (Our Private Church Group) 
(A Private Group for members & friends of COUC to share church news or discussion)  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/319967703235745 

 

United Church of Canada Private Group –  

Join in for all UCC chat & news! 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/UnitedChurchCda/permalink/10167795547890401/ 

 
YouTube Channel (Worship videos posted weekly): 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJRqGV1Zra36gbm1jSlks1w 
  

https://centralokanaganunitedchurch.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Centralokanaganunitedchurchkelownabc
https://www.facebook.com/groups/319967703235745
https://www.facebook.com/groups/UnitedChurchCda/permalink/10167795547890401/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJRqGV1Zra36gbm1jSlks1w


 


